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and promote dialogue between the business community and the disability 
community. And the Department of Justice’s Project Civic Access is im-
proving public facilities to ensure that people with disabilities are inte-
grated into community life. Through the Ticket to Work program and the 
Work Incentives Improvement Act, we are making significant strides to-
ward building an America where all individuals are recognized for their 
talents and creativity. These efforts will help provide Americans who are 
blind or visually impaired the opportunity to pursue their dreams and real-
ize the promise of our great country. 

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88–628) approved on Octo-
ber 6, 1964, as amended, has designated October 15 of each year as ‘‘White 
Cane Safety Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2004, as White Cane Safety 
Day. I call upon public officials, business leaders, educators, librarians, and 
all the people of the United States to join with me in ensuring that all the 
benefits and privileges of life in our Nation are available to individuals 
who are blind and visually impaired, and to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7834 of October 18, 2004 

National Character Counts Week, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Individuals have the power to do much good, and great societies are built 
by knowing the difference between right and wrong. People of character 
strengthen our country through their daily actions. To help children fulfill 
their potential and build a more hopeful future for our Nation, we must 
continue to encourage and support the character development of our young 
people and support the institutions that give direction and purpose: our 
families, our schools, and our faith-based and community organizations. 

Americans of all ages continue to inspire others with their compassion and 
decency by giving their time to faith-based and community organizations 
and bringing hope to others at home and around the world. The Senior 
Corps has more than 500,000 caring souls serving in its programs; the 
Peace Corps has grown to its highest number of volunteers in 28 years; and 
AmeriCorps will grow by 50 percent to 75,000 members this year. Almost 
two million students volunteer each year through the Learn and Serve 
America programs, which incorporate community service as a vital part of 
education. In addition, more than 1,300 communities have formed Citizen 
Corps Councils; over 10,000 communities have registered Neighborhood 
Watch programs; more than 27,000 Americans are serving in the Medical 
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Reserve Corps; over 52,000 citizens have completed Community Emergency 
Response Team training; and there are more than 68,000 volunteers in the 
Volunteers in Police Service program. The true strength of America lies in 
the hearts and souls of its citizens, and these volunteers are making our 
country better and stronger. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 17 through October 
23, 2004, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials, 
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7835 of October 20, 2004 

National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans with disabilities are active and contributing members of our so-
ciety, and they must have the opportunity to develop the skills they need 
to compete and obtain jobs in the 21st century workforce. By reducing 
physical barriers and false perceptions, our country meets our commitment 
to millions of Americans with disabilities, and benefits from their talents, 
creativity, and hard work. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) has brought about im-
portant progress in our Nation. Under my Administration’s New Freedom 
Initiative, we continue to work to ensure that people with disabilities can 
participate fully in the workplace and all aspects of community life. 
Through funding for new technologies and innovative resources, we are 
changing old ways of thinking and fulfilling the Federal Government’s 
commitment to opportunity for every citizen. 

The New Freedom Initiative has helped enable individuals with disabilities 
to access assistive technologies. My Administration has invested in re-
search and development for new technology. We have expanded the De-
partment of Defense’s Computer/Electronic Accommodations Program, 
which provides Federal employees with disabilities greater access to elec-
tronic and information technology. The Department of Labor launched 
DisabilityInfo.gov in 2002, an online resource that streamlines access to in-
formation about Federally sponsored employment, job accommodations, 
transportation, State and regional assistance programs, technology, and 
other programs relevant to the daily lives of individuals with disabilities. 

We must foster a better understanding of ADA requirements and increase 
dialogue and cooperation between the business and disability communities. 
Through the New Freedom Small Business Initiative, the Department of 
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